Alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma of the extremity and nodal metastasis: Is the in-transit lymphatic system at risk?
Alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma (RMS) of the extremity is not infrequently associated with regional node metastasis. Knowledge of lymphatic drainage of extremity RMSs is important to determine radiotherapy fields. In this report we describe two patients with alveolar RMS of the lower extremity with inguinal metastasis at presentation. Both the distal lower extremity and inguinal region received local therapy consisting of surgery and postoperative radiotherapy. Both patients later developed in-transit lymphatic metastasis outside of the irradiated field. The in-transit lymphatics can be a site of failure in children with alveolar RMS of the extremity and nodal involvement.